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Introduction: Each month we will post several articles that are current and relevant to addressing homelessness. A summary of the article will be provided, along with a website from which you can obtain a full copy of the article. 

CHILDREN & FAMILIES
Department of Education. (30 October 2009). Education for homeless children and youth programs [Data Analysis]. Retrieved from National Center for Homeless Education website: http://www.usich.gov/funding/EducationofHomelessChildrenYouth.pdf
Abstract: 

The purpose of the Education for Homeless Children and Youths (EHCY) Program is to improve educational outcomes for children and youth in homeless situations. The statutes for this program are designed to ensure that all homeless children and youth have equal access to public education and that SEAs and LEAs review and revise policies and regulations to remove barriers to enrollment, attendance, and academic achievement. This is an analysis of the data submitted for the 2007-08 school year and a comparison between data submitted for the 2005-06, 2006-07, and 2007-08 school years. 

Maag, Elaine. (28 September 2009). Credits and exemptions for children [Fact Sheet]. Retrieved from Urban Institute website: http://www.urban.org/publications/1001331.html
Abstract: 

This one-page fact sheet gives an overview of four tax benefits for families with children. Families must navigate a bewildering set of rules to take full advantage of the credits, which makes total benefits bounce around erratically as income grows.

National League for Cities. (October 2009). The state of city leadership for children and families [Research Report]. Retrieved from National League of Cities website: http://www.nlc.org/ASSETS/E263FE71C1534FFA8CE583D83B386F65/IYEF_State_of_City_Leadership_9-09.pdf
Abstract: 

In this publication, the National League of Cities (NLC) captures the “state of the art” in municipal leadership to help young people and families thrive. In describing the state of city leadership for children and families in 2009, the report highlights the broad range of innovations and trends gaining traction at the local level. It also provides municipal leaders with a valuable new tool that will strengthen city efforts and accelerate the spread of promising strategies across the nation.
CRIME & EX-OFFENDERS

US Department of Justice (October 2009). National reentry resource center [Website]. Retrieved from National reentry resource center website: http://www.nationalreentryresourcecenter.org/
Abstract: 

The Resource Center, established by the Second Chance Act, provides assistance to the prisoner reentry field. We provide education, training, and technical assistance to states, tribes, territories, local governments, service providers, nonprofit organizations, and corrections agencies working on prisoner reentry.
DIET & HEALTH

Ford, Mark. (2009 October 1). Food spending declined and food insecurity increased for middle-income and low-income households from 2000 to 2007 [Research Report]. Retrieved from USDA website: http://www.ers.usda.gov/Publications/EIB61/
Abstract: 

This report looks at median spending on food in America and focuses on low and middle income families. The report shows that spending declined twelve percent relative to the cost of USDA’s Thrifty Food Plan and by six percent compared to the Consumer Price Index. 

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. (30 October 2009). H1N1 flu: a guide for community and faith-based organizations [Guide]. Retrieved from Flu.gov website: http://www.flu.gov/professional/community/cfboguidance.html
Abstract: 

This guide was produced by the Center for Faith-based and Neighborhood Partnerships at the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services with support from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention to help Americans be better prepared for the challenge of this year’s flu season. This guide includes tips about target groups, vaccinations, communication tactics, vulnerable populations, and more. 
Waidmann, Timothy. (22 September 2009). Estimating the cost of racial and ethnic health disparities [Research Report]. Retrieved from Urban Institute website: http://www.urban.org/health_policy/url.cfm?ID=411962
Abstract: 

This analysis estimates cost burdens of racial and ethnic disparities in a select set of preventable diseases including diabetes, hypertension and stroke. Excess rates of these diseases among African Americans and Latinos relative to whites will cost the health care system $23.9 billion dollars in 2009. Medicare alone will spend an extra $15.6 billion, and private insurers will spend an extra $5.1 billion. Over the next decade, the total cost is approximately $337 billion. Left unchecked, these annual costs will more than double by 2050 as the representation of Latinos and African Americans among the elderly increases.
HOUSING/HOMEOWNERSHIP
Coulton, Claudia. (2 November 2009). Family mobility and neighborhood change: new evidence and implications for community initiatives [Research Report]. Retrieved from Urban Institute website: http://www.urban.org/publications/411973.html
Abstract: 
This report uses a unique survey conducted for the Making Connections initiative. The first component measures how mobility contributed to changes in neighborhoods' composition and characteristics. The second component identifies groups of households that reflect different reasons for moving or staying in place. The final component introduces five stylized models of neighborhood performance: each has implications for low-income families' well-being and for community-change efforts.
National Alliance to End Homelessness (2009 October 27). Community spotlight: homelessness prevention [Case Study]. Retrieved from National Alliance to End Homelessness website: http://hudhre.info/documents/HomeBaseNYC.pdf
Abstract:  
This  case  study  explores  Homebase,  a  program  administered  by  the  New  York City  Department  of  Homeless  Services,  that  offers  community  prevention, diversion  and  aftercare  services  to  homeless  families  in  the  New  York  City area.   The  program  serves  roughly  5,000  households  per  year  and  has generally  experienced  a  lower  rate  of  increase  in  shelter  entry  between  years 2004  and  2007.    
National Alliance to End Homelessness (2009 October 27). Community spotlight: homelessness prevention [Case Study]. Retrieved from National Alliance to End Homelessness website: http://hudhre.info/documents/OFHPP.pdf
Abstract: 
This  case  study  explores  the  unique  homeless  prevention  aspect  of  providing families with direct  client  assistance  and  intensive  case  management  services  for up  to  six months.  As  of  December  2008,  421  families  successfully  obtained permanent  housing  and  received  supportive  services  in  support  of self‐sufficiency  and  leveraging community resources.    
Pettit, Kathyrn. (28 October 2009). Housing in the nation’s capital 2009 [Research Report]. Retrieved from Urban Institute website: http://www.urban.org/publications/1001340.html
Abstract: 

This is the seventh in a series of annual reports about housing in the Washington metropolitan region. It assembles and analyzes the most current data on housing conditions in the District of Columbia and the surrounding suburbs.  This year's report focuses on the impact of the foreclosure crisis on the region, examining the level and trends of foreclosures, outlining potential secondary effects for families and neighborhoods, and looking towards the future of the region’s housing market.   It concludes with policy implications in four areas:  foreclosure prevention, neighborhood stabilization, recovery assistance for displaced households, and services for children in foreclosed homes.
IMMIGRANTS

Fortuny, Karina. (20 October 2009). Children of immigrants: immigration trends [Fact Sheet]. Retrieved from Urban Institute website: http://www.urban.org/publications/901292.html
Abstract: 

This fact sheet is the first in a series of publications on children of immigrants in the United States that updates the Urban Institute's May 2006 fact sheet that described the circumstances of these children in the early 2000s. The current fact sheet examines immigration trends and finds that children of immigrants are the fastest growing segment of the nation's children population. 
LOW INCOME WORKERS
Acs, Mark. (1 October 2009). Risk and recovery: understanding the changing risks to families [research report]. Retrieved from Urban Institute website: http://www.urban.org/publications/411971.html
Abstract: 

This paper examines the characteristics and circumstances of families vulnerable to sharp income drops and those most likely to recover financially. More than 13 percent of nonelderly adults in families with children will see their incomes fall by half at some point over the course of a year, and about 40 percent fully recover within a year. Those who lose jobs or have an adult leave the family are more likely to have a substantial drop in income and are less likely to recover.  This study uses data from the Survey of Income and Program Participation, which collects data every four months and can provide information on short-term income loss.
Holzer, Harry. (20 October 2009). Expanding the EITC to help more low-wage workers [Research Brief]. Retreived from Urban Institute website: http://www.urban.org/publications/1001341.html
Abstract: 

The case for expanding the EITC for workers without qualifying children is compelling, as the current EITC provides little help to this group. We argue that the EITC for these workers should: provide these workers with a strong incentive to increase work effort; provide a significant subsidy to low-earning workers working near a full-time work level; begin phasing out only after an individual is working at a level at least equivalent to full-time minimum wage work; apply to both prime-age and younger workers; and be effectively coordinated with the Making Work Pay Credit. 
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