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RESEARCH SYNTHESIS
September 2009
Introduction: Each month we will post several articles that are current and relevant to addressing homelessness. A summary of the article will be provided, along with a website from which you can obtain a full copy of the article. 

CHILDREN & FAMILIES

Cooper, Janice. (8 September 2009). Social and emotional development in early childhood [Fact Sheet]. Retrieved from National Center for Children in Poverty website: http://www.nccp.org/publications/pub_882.html?utm_source=NCCP+Update&utm_campaign=9b5d725df4-Update_9_08_2009&utm_medium=email
Abstract: 

This report looked at the risks posed on young children's social-emotional development, barriers to supportive services and strategies under current policies and make recommendations for policy improvements to support effective child development and prevention services, especially for families of children with behavioral problems and those at risk of social-emotional delays.
DIET & HEALTH

United States Department of Agriculture. (August 2009). Low-income women’s experiences with food programs, food spending, and food-related hardships: Evidence from qualitative data [Research Report]. Retrieved from the Economic Research Service website: http://www.ers.usda.gov/Publications/CCR57/

Abstract:

This study examines the economic coping strategies of low-income families, using data collected through qualitative interviews conducted in 2006-08 with 35 low-income women residing in the Detroit metropolitan area. As for government assistance, the then named Food Stamp Program, and now called the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP), was their mainstay. 
EMPLOYMENT

Johnson, Richard. (2 October 2009). Unemployment statistics on older Americans [fact sheet/charts]. Retrieved from Urban Institute website: http://www.urban.org/publications/411904.html
Abstract: 

The recession has increased joblessness among older Americans. These graphs and tables report unemployment rates and how they have varied by age, sex, race, and education since 2007.
FINANCES & FORECLOSURE
Ratcliffe, Caroline. (1 September 2009). Are families prepared for financial emergencies? [Research Report]. Retrieved from the Urban Institute website: http://www.urban.org/publications/411959.html
Abstract: 

This report examines information from the 2007 Survey of Consumer Finances to determine if families had enough assets to see them through a modest period of unemployment or another financial emergency. 
HOMELESSNESS
National Alliance to End Homelessness. (27 August 2009). Geography of homelessness, part 2: prevalence of homelessness [Research Report]. Retrieved from the National Alliance to End Homelessness website: http://www.endhomelessness.org/content/article/detail/2490
Abstract: 

In this set of briefs that examine the geography of homelessness, a look was taken at the  Continua of Care (CoCs) to examine how rates of homelessness in rural areas compare to those in urban areas. This was done by calculating the rates of homelessness for each CoC using 2007 homelessness counts (the last year for which comprehensive data are available), and U.S. Census data.

National Alliance to End Homelessness. (13 August 2009).  Strategies of state mental health agencies to prevent and end homelessness [Resource Guide]. Retrieved from National Alliance to End Homelessness website: http://www.endhomelessness.org/content/general/detail/2483
Abstract: 

For this paper, mental health officials in 10 states shared innovative approaches to building political will and creating affordable housing for clients who need mental health services. The paper provides examples of how states: engaged governors and mayors, created housing positions within the mental health agency, partnered with other state agencies and organizations, participated in plans to end homelessness, provided housing technical assistance throughout the state, leveraged state resources and used data to promote programs.
National Alliance to End Homeless. (6 October 2009). Understanding the data [Tutorial video]. Retrieved from National Alliance to End Homelessness website: http://www.youtube.com/user/EndingHomelessness
Abstract: This video tutorial provides an overview of homelessness data and statistics. In the video, M William Sermons, Director of Research for the Homelessness Research Institute at the Alliance, reviews the answers to many of the most common questions on data. These include how many total people are homeless, how many families are homeless, how homelessness rates have changed over recent years, and other common questions about homelessness statistics. 
Urban Institute. (19 September 2009). Poverty in the United States, 2008 [Statistics Report]. Retrieved from the Urban Institute website: http://www.urban.org/publications/901284.html
Abstract: 

In this report, the census examined poverty rates in the United States in 2008. This report obtained information on unemployment rates, the number of workers in individual households, and the geography of poverty and homelessness.  
HOUSING/HOMEOWNERSHIP
Burt, Martha. (27 August 2009). Permanent supportive housing in the District of Columbia: taking stock and looking forward [Fact Sheet]. Retrieved from Urban Institute website: http://www.urban.org/publications/411953.html
Abstract:
This research brief is an analysis of the stock of PSH in the District as of early fall 2008, demographic information on PSH tenants at that time, and a look at how the District might move forward toward fulfilling its commitment to create 2,500 new units of PSH and ultimately eliminating chronic homelessness.
National Alliance to End Homelessness. (24 August 2009). Organzational change: taking a housing first approach [Resource Guide]. Retrieved from National Alliance the End Homelessness website: http://www.endhomelessness.org/content/general/detail/2489
Abstract:

This document can help organizations that are planning to use HPRP resources to shift their organization's approach toward a rapid re-housing model. The guide describes the steps in the assessment and planning process, including establishing a team to lead the change process; developing a shared vision; undertaking a self-assessment; and developing a plan and timeline for implementation. It also describes strategies for managing the change process and includes several tools and resources.

Rice, Douglas. (15 September 2009). Funding shortfalls causing cuts in housing vouchers tens of thousands of low-income families facing higher rents, loss of assistance this year [Research Report]. Retrieved from the Center on Budget and Policy Priorities website: http://www.cbpp.org/cms/index.cfm?fa=view&id=2916#
Abstract:

This report discusses the effects of the shortfall of funding for hosuing vouchers across the country. It mentions strategies that will to be implemented in order to provide those vouchers to families. The report also includes information on reasons why this shortage is occuring at this time. 
LOW INCOME WORKERS

McKernan, Signe-Mary. (10 September 2009). Transitioning in and out of poverty

[Fact Sheet]. Retrieved from the Urban Institute website:

http://www.urban.org/publications/411956.html
Abstract: 
This fact sheet summarizes key findings from the poverty dynamics literature to describe how, why, and when people move in and out of poverty.
Welfare Peer TA. (1 September 2009). Income, poverty, and health insurance coverage in the United States: 2008 [Report]. Retrieved from the Welfare Peer TA website: http://www.census.gov/prod/2009pubs/p60-236.pdf
Abstract: 

From the U.S. Census Bureau, this report offers the latest statistics on income, poverty, and health insurance in the United States.

